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large-sleeved kimono. But at home we still relax on the mat as our
great-grandfathers did. But after the Sino-Nipponese War times im-
proved and more people had money. So the Mitsukoshi store hired
artists to work out designs to suit people's tastes.
"Then they made hundreds of pieces of one kind—for instance, this
'wave and plover' pattern-so that the cost of the design and other ex-
penses are little for each piece. They advertise it by having all the
star geishas wear it. Besides, the store will sell you any length now, a
few yards or the whole tan twenty-seven feet long. In that way they
can produce cheaply and sell cheaply." Saionji looked at Okiku in the
new yukata. "You see," he went on, "before, material of good quality
was made to order by the weavers, who had only subdued patterns,
and the common people wove at home."
"Anyway, it's a revolutionary step for women after more than thirty
years of the Meiji Government," Okiku said, folding the new yukata
on the mat. "But, Prince, how about the new codes of conduct for
women?" she added.
"Huh, Okiku, that takes much longer* Most of our people are con-
servative. They think such a change touches a vital core of society. If
a woman gets the notion of freedom and independence, the conserva-
tives believe that it will strike a death-blow to family life. Should that
happen, of course not only the women but also the sons and brothers
would assert their freedom and independence. And they contend that
the individualistic conception of society is harmful to a country like
ours."
"Prince, but the opposite has been true for so long, the family was
a unit, for better or for worse."
"Huh, everything was based on that unit. If anyone in a family com-
mitted a disgraceful act, his immediate relatives, even uncles, aunts,
and cousins were ostracized, if not equally punished, and by the good
acts of an individual the family circle likewise benefited."
"But, Prince, would it be so harmful to society if housewives were
given a little more freedom of action and speech? They are still 'things'
in the eyes of their husbands. The men tyrannize over them, though
they sacrifice all they have. The wives belong to the men as the clogs
do to our feet. Will—what was it?—'individualism* ever come to Nip*
pon to stay?"
"Huh, whether we like it or not, we will be forced to it if we foDow
the Western way, particularly their industrial system*"	, /
'Well, Prince, when I said the housewives needed a few more rights,

